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[ The reflections of an intelligence
officer who served in World War

II and the Korean conflict gave
Troy Altrusans an interesting in-
Isight into a little - known activ-
ity of the armed forces.

The former officer is John F.
Ball of Troy. a represenfative of
the Lincoln National Insurance
Co, and specialist in estate and
business planning. He spoke to
the Altrusans at the monthly din-
ner meeting held last evening at
the Altrurian club.

Drawing principally on his ex-
perience in Korea, Ball sketched
a broad outline of ~army intelli-
gence operatjon. This was divid-
ed into three categories: strategic
intelligence: combat intelligence
which was composed of knowledge
of enemy forces and aetivities:
rand counter - intelligence which
strove to. preveni the enemy
forces from getting 1nf01matx<m
“which would aid them, R
In addition to reported observa-:
tions of sentries and army out-;
‘posts. Ball told of the use of air,
force pilots, native spies sent into;
‘enemy territory, deserters and !
;prisoners of war in accumulating’
information. The POW’s proved tox
be a wmore valuable source than|
the deserters, he said, as the latter.
often were ‘“‘planted” with misin-;
"formation. Clandestine informers |
“are an important part of present-:
iday intelligence.

“In order to be used effectively.
the information needed -to be
processed immediately. evaluating:
the source and credibility, and its!
meaning interpreted,” the speak-:
er said. Resulting appraisals of! ;
such intelligence was disseminat-!
ed in a continuous flow to th@%
army officials to aid them in
‘dramng up their estimates of thel

mihtary situations.

At one time there was a bredch
of 17 miles width in the Red Chi-} ‘
nese line and the UN forces could
have marched straight through to’
southeast:Asia, Ball said, but were
prevented from doing se by Unit-
ed Nations’ directives in which
Russia had a voice. :

Ball copeluded his talk with 2
brief reference to the Central in .
telligence Agency (CIA) which
was organized after the Korean
War and is not officjally a part o!
the armed forces,

Miss Edna Holland, chairmar ot
the International Relations Com-
mittee, introduced the speaker.
Miss Thelma Thompson, president.
introduced guests present: Mrs
Ball, Mrs., Pauline Mallinson aiui
Mrs. Carl Copenhafer. Hostesses
for the evening were Miss Janet'
Soelmann, Miss Frances Miles,
Mrs. Annabel Kuuckles and Mys,
Thelma Stephenson.
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